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.. Top local gainer Circuit City +4.88% . .

. Biggest local decliner LandAmerica Fin —37.07% ..

~Top S&P gainer Corning +6.22% . .

BIggastS&P decliner llcapitai-ﬁs.m 80%...

NHRA weekend begms today

Dinwiddie revving up for the races

BY LOUIS LLOVIO

DINWIDDIE

til the rush began.

Big drag-racing event
boosts businesses, adds
cash to county’s coffers

Times-Dispatch Staff Writer

itting on a wooden bench
outside his store on U.S.
1, L.F. Harrison, owner of
Produce Center #1, was
counting the minutes un-

While the store was busy fora

LOWIS LLOWID:

L.F.Harrison's Produce Center #1market in Dinwiddie is well-

stocked ahead of this weekend’s drag-racing event.

Wednesday afternoon, with a steady
stream of customers making their
way through the small Dinwiddie
County grocery, it wasn’t enough to
keep the four checkers busy.

That will change today as an esti-
mated 60,000 fans descend on Din-
widdie for a weekend of drag races.

Many of them heading to the NHRA

Virginia Nationals at Virginia Mo-

torsports Park will drive past the
store.

While NHRA fans fill hotels,
shops and restaurants as far north as
Hanover County, it is Dinwiddie's
moment in the sun.

Based on figures from Virginia
Motorsports Park and the Virginia
Tourism Corp. from previous years,
the three-day event generates about
$22 million for the state and region.

The 55,000 fans who travel more
than 100 miles spend an average of
$89 per day each, for a total of $4.9
million per day. Those who drive
less than 100 miles generate up to
$8 million during the weekend.

While that money is spread
among several localities, the direct
impact on Dinwiddie was $48,500
last year, based on taxes for admis-
sions and occupancy. That could
cover more than a third of the
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months in advance and that the Hol

iday Inn will begin booking f t°1' next i;‘_ﬂuw of customers s
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ployees scrambled to keep up with T o

“We’]lbesoldoutbyNuvember.
she said.
7Rat.es run about $60 l'dgher per .
for the weekend thanatany
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AL midweek several milea south
on USS. 1, Giuseppe’s Pizza was
packed with a lunch crowd. Custom- -
ers took up every table while em-
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énts own Giuseppe's, said the week-

end is a bit of a mixed blessing; “We
getbusy butsnmeoftheregu]m

s:m therestaurantseesasteady ;
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Harrison said he expectsng letup. &
“ “Pmnot concerned,” hesaid. -
*People will come out because they -
will always find 4 way to pay for en-
fertainment.™= "

= Contdot Louls Liovio at (804) msm or
ch.com. ¥

$126,548 the county will pay for
summer school next year.

The races are “about the biggest
event out here,” said Carol Rob- *
ertson, business-license administra-
tor for Dinwiddie.

Harrison said business at Pro-
duce Center # 1 jumps 20 percent
every year as race fans pick up so-

das, beer, ice and food before head-

ing 5 miles to the park for a day of
watching races.

“They start lining up ear}y he
said. “In the morning the traffic is
backed up . . . all the way onto [In-
terstate] 95.” [

Across from the grocery at the
Holiday Inn Express, Virginia Na-
tionals is the hotel's most profitable
weekend of the year, according to
Tina Hawkins, assistant general
manager.

-She said the 67 rooms are booked

See RACING, Page B9

%






