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than 150 square feet (about 7
feet in diameter), contain more
than 5,000 gallons of water and
are deeper than 24 inches.

“What we generally find is .

that people are unaware of the
requirements to obtain a permit

to install a swimming pool, and

they are unaware of the extent
of the provisions that are in the
code to’ protect against these
kinds of things,” Dupler said.

..+ The pool had other problems,
he said, but Dupler doesn’t be-
lieve they are related to accessi-
bility.

The code also requires a
4-foot-tall barrier, or fence, to be
installed around the pool, along
with a barrier between the

house and the pool that inter-
venes between any doors used
to access the pool. In lieu of a
barrier, door alarms can be in-
stalled, he said.

Such measures were adopted

because regulators determined |

“that the majority of drowning
incidents involving children in
pools were just as we saw in this
tragedy,” Dupler said. .

“We're still looking into what
provisions they had, and we in-
tend to follow up and make sure
this pool installation is safe,” he
said. ;

Inspectors temporarily se-
cured the pool “so that people
couldn’t access it accidentally”
and posted an unsafe notice at the
site until more permanent correc-
tions can be made, he added.

No citations have been issued.

“We'll consult with the home- |

owner first and make them aware

‘of [the problems],” Dupler said.

He said his office plans to offer
free pool inspections next month
“to help people learn whether
their pool complies” with state
and county codes. Dupler said

residents should stay tuned for
more information about the pro-

gram.

* Contact Mark Bowes at (B04) 643-6450
. or mbowes@timesdispatch.com.
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Chesterfield
Boy died
in pool
lacking
permits
Chief building official says

above-ground structure
at home wasn’t up to oode

BY MARK BOWES
Times-Dispatch Staff Writer

A residential swimming pool where
a 2-year-old Chesterfield County boy
drowned this week did not have the re-
quired permits and was in violation of
building codes designed to prevent
such tragedies, Chesterfield’s chief
building official says.

“The code is very specific in trying
to protect against children gaining ac-
cess to pools, especially this age
—————  group,” William D.

T-D  “Bill” Dupler, Chester-
EXCLUSIVE field’s director of build-
——  ing inspections, said
yesterday.

Among other things, the above-
ground pool that was flush with a
raised deck had an improperly installed
gate with a deficient latch, Dupler said.

The code requires the gate leading
to the pool to be self-closing and self-
latching, swing out instead of in and
not have large openings that children
could stick their hands through to re-
lease the latch.

“All those things are intended to pre-
vent inquisitive toddlers from gaining
access (o a pool,” Dupler said. “And un-
fortunately in this tragedy, those things






