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ARTICLE II. COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE*

*Cross references: Licenses, Ch. 8.
State law references: Local motor vehicle license, Code of Virginia, § 46.2-752 et seq.

Sec. 9-36. Application of article generally.

This article shall not apply to persons who do not actually reside in the county or to
firms or corporations who do not actually maintain a place of business in the county,
unless the vehicle subject to tax is kept within the county at least three (3) nights, on an
average, in each week, in which case such vehicle shall be subject to tax; provided, that
no vehicle which is subject to and has purchased, in addition to valid state tags of this or
any other state, a city or town tag of a city or town in this or any other state, shall be
subject to the license tax provided in this article.

Sec. 9-37. License tax imposed; exception.

(a) There is hereby imposed by the board of supervisors a license tax upon every
person owning a motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, regularly housed or stored in the
county and used or intended to be regularly operated upon the streets or highways in the
county, except as otherwise specifically provided in this article.

(b) The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to any vehicle exempted by the
provisions of Code of Virginia, §§ 46.2-662 through 46.2-684 and 46.2-755, nor shall the
provisions of this article apply to any vehicle licensed pursuant to Code of Virginia, §
46.2-750.

Sec. 9-38. Applieation;-issuanece-of plate;ete-License tax due whether or not vehicle

is in operation.
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No person shall operate a motor vehicle subject to the license tax imposed in this
Article unless the requisite license tax shall be paid to the treasurer. Failure to pay the
license tax shall constitute a violation of this Article, whether or not the vehicle is in
actual operation or on public road or street.

Sec. 9-39. License tax for motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers--Exemptions;
weights used for computing tax; burden of proof.

(a) By Februaary1+5 December 5 of each year, every owner of a motor vehicle, trailer,
and/or semitrailer regularly housed or stored in the county shall pay an annual license tax
as follows:

(1) Private passenger motor vehicle. Twenty-three dollars ($23.00) for each
private passenger car, pickup truck, panel truck or motor home if such
vehicle or motor home weighs four thousand (4,000) pounds, or less,
provided that it is not used for the transportation of passengers for
compensation and is not kept or used for rent or for hire, or is not operated
under a lease without a chauffeur.

(2) Private motor vehicle with seating for more than ten adults. Thirty cents
($0.30) per one hundred (100) pounds or major fraction thereof for a private
motor vehicle other than a motorcycle with a normal seating capacity of more
than ten adults including the driver if the private motor vehicle is not used for
the transportation of passengers for compensation and is not kept or used for
rent or for hire, or is not operated under a lease without a chauffeur. In no
case shall the tax be less than twenty-three dollars ($23.00).

(3) Private school bus. Twenty-three dollars ($23.00) for a bus used exclusively
for transportation of children to and from private school.

(4) Trailer or semitrailer used as living quarters. Ten dollars ($10.00) for each
trailer or semitrailer designed for use as living quarters for human beings.

(5) Motor vehicle, truck or tractor truck for rent or hire. Twenty-three dollars
($23.00) for each motor vehicle, truck, or tractor truck kept or used for rent
or for hire or operated under a lease without a chauffeur for the transportation
of passengers. An additional tax of five dollars ($5.00) shall be charged if the
vehicle weighs more than four thousand (4,000) pounds. This subsection
shall not apply to vehicles used as common carriers.

(6) Taxicabs. Twenty-three dollars ($23.00) for a taxicab or other vehicle which
is kept for rent or hire operated with a chauffeur for the transportation of
passengers, and which operates or should operate under permits issued by the
Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles as required by law.
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Motorcycles, with or without sidecar. Fifteen dollars ($15.00) for a
motorcycle, with or without a sidecar.

Church or Sunday school bus. Ten dollars ($10.00) for a bus used
exclusively for transportation to and from Sunday school or church, for the
purpose of divine worship.

Trailers and semitrailers not designed and used for transportation of
passengers. The license tax for trailers and semitrailers not designed and
used for transportation of passengers shall be:

0--1,500 POUNAS ....cuveriierieieriieieie ettt $6.00
15014080 Boiids o comnnnssannnsinsassersssserens 10 00
4,001 pounds and aDOVE ..........coueeieriiiiieiieiesecieee e 12.00

(10) Well drilling machinery. Ten dollars ($10.00) for any motor vehicle, trailer,

or semitrailer on which well-drilling machinery is attached and which is
permanently used solely for transporting such machinery.

(11) Combination tractor trucks and semitrailers. Notwithstanding the provisions

of subsection (b) herein below, in the case of a tractor truck and a semitrailer,
each vehicle constlmtlng a part of such combmatlon shall be hcensed as a
separate vehicle. -
Eees Taxes shall be calculated in accordance w1th paragraphs (5) and (9)
referenced herein above.

(b) Exemptions. The following motor vehicles are exempted from the provisions of
subsection (a) herein above:

M
2
3)
C))

)
(6)
(7
®

Backhoes and other equipment used exclusively for construction
Vehicles used exclusively for spraying fruit trees and other plants
Vehicles used exclusively for agricultural or horticultural purposes

Vehicles used exclusively for seasonal transportation of farm produce or
livestock

Farm machinery and tractors
Tractors, trailers and log carts owned by sawmill operators
Farm vehicles transporting fertilizer, cotton or peanuts

Golf carts
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9) Self-propelled wheelchairs

(10)  Forklifts

(11) Tractors, rollers and other machinery used for highway construction
purposes

(12)  Buses operated in special or chartered service

(13)  Motor carriers which are subject to the Interstate motor carrier road tax

(14)  Members in good standing of the volunteer fire and rescue departments

(15)  Former prisoners of war and disabled veterans

(c) The manufacturer's shipping weight or scale weight shall be used for computing
all fees required by this section to be based upon the weight of the vehicle.

(d) The applicantfor-thelicense owner bears the burden of proof that the vehicle for
which licensure is sought is entitled by weight, design, and use to be licensed at the

amount tendered. by-the-applicant-to-thetreasurer-or-his-autherized-agent

Secs. 9-40, 9-41. Reserved.

Sec. 9-42. Proration of tax; refund of tax.

(a) One-half of the annual tax prescribed by this article shall be collected whenever
any license-is-issued vehicle is registered during the period beginning on the first day of
September July in any year and ending on the fifteenth-day-of Nevember thirty-first day
of Decemher in the same 11cense year —&nd—eﬂe—thﬁd—ef—s&eh—fee—shau—be—eeﬂeeted

However any owner of a vehlcle(s) who has owned sald vehlcle(s) for the ﬁ111 taxable
year, as defined in this chapter, shall not be permitted to pay a prorated license tax as
noted hereinabove. The full license tax shall be due and payable for each such vehicle.

day-of November-of the-eurrent-license—year—There shall be no refund or proration of
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any license tax paid for any vehicle disposed of or moved out of the county after January
1 of each year.

Sec. 9-43. Disposition of fees.
All fees collected pursuant to this article shall be deposited by the treasurer in the
general revenue fund of the county.

Sec. 9-44.
Reserved.

Sec. 9-45. License year.
The license year under the terms of this article shall commence on the first day of

Eebruary January and shall expire on the fifteenth-day-of February-of the following
calendar—year thirty first day of December.
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thisseetion. Any person or entity who violates this section shall be guilty of a Class IV
misdemeanor, and each day's continuance of such violation shall constitute a separate
offense.

=< = = H = otath—ahe P HHCERSE. ThlS art:cfe shal!
be enforced by rhe Southampton Coun!y Trea.surer s Oﬂ“ ice which is hereby authorized
and empowered to issue a 10% late payment penalty and interest to any person or entity
violating the provisions of this article.







