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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION
203 Governor Street, Suite 326
Richmond, Virginia 23219-2010
Phone: (804) 786-2556  Fax: (804) 371-7899

June 16, 2009

Mr. W. Douglas Caskey Ms. June D. Fleming

Isle of Wight County Administrator Interim Franklin City Manager
Post Office Box 80 Post Office Box 179

Isle of Wight, Virginia 23397 Franklin, Virginia 23851

Mr. Michael W. Johnson Ms. Selena Cuffee-Glenn
Southampton County Administrator Suffolk City Manager

Post Office Box 400 Post Office Box 1858
Courtland, Virginia 23837 Suffolk, Virginia 23439-1858

RE:  Scenic River Designation of the Blackwater River
Dear Mr. Caskey, Mr. Johnson, Ms. Fleming and Ms. Cuffee-Glenn:

At your request, the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) conducted an evaluation of
the Blackwater River from Proctor’s Bridge, Route 621, to its confluence with the Nottoway River
at the North Carolina line. On the basis of the field evaluation that was completed over the course of
several weeks beginning March 25 and ending April 29, 2009, the segment of the Blackwater River
from Route 621 to its confluence with the Nottoway River, a total of 56 miles, was found to qualify
as a Virginia Scenic River.

Background work began during the winter of 2009 and continued throughout the evaluation period.
DCR staff, along with local government representatives and citizens, paddled the entire Blackwater
River study corridor during the field evaluation. Those participating at various times during the
fieldwork included staff from Isle of Wight County, Southampton County and the City of Franklin;
the Blackwater-Nottoway Riverkeeper; representatives of The Nature Conservancy; citizens from
all the involved jurisdictions, including adjacent landowners; representatives of the Department of
Game and Inland Fisheries; and Bryon Carmean, a local citizen involved in the Champion Tree
program, who served as a guide on most of the expeditions.

Should your localities wish to continue with the designation process, please notify me of your
intention so DCR staff can prepare the necessary formal report. Also, the Isle of Wight County and
the Southampton County Boards of Supervisors and the City Councils of Franklin and Suffolk will
need to pass resolutions of support for the designation of the Blackwater River as described in the
suggested legislation, which is attached.
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