CENSUS - COMPLETE COUNT




2010 CENsus: I TS IN OUR HANDS

Complete Count Committees Key to a Successful Census in 2010

Every 10 years, as mandated by the U.S. Constitution, our nation conducts a census — an
effort to count every person living in the United States. This multibillion-dollar operation
requires years of planning and more than a half million temporary workers.

The key to this endeavor is having every household fill out and mail back a completed census
form. Participation is critical, as the results determine how Congress is apportioned and how
more than $300 billion in federal funds are distributed annually to state, local and tribal areas.

One way to help ensure that everyone is counted is to form Complete Count Committees in
communities, municipalities, cities, counties, states and tribal governments across the country.

Complete Count Committees are volunteer teams consisting of community leaders, faith-
based groups, schools, businesses, media outlets and others who are appointed by elected
officials and work together to make sure entire communities are counted.

“We want the 2010 Census to be the most accurate yet, and we are again calling upon
Complete Count Committees to help us achieve that goal,” said Steve Murdock, director of the
U.S. Census Bureau. “To ensure an accurate count and distribution of funds for schools, roads
and elderly services, the support of local Complete Count Committees is vital.”

A variety of state, county, municipal, tribal and community-based organizations formed
11,800 Complete Count Committees during Census 2000. These committees developed targeted
outreach plans specific to their communities to supplement what the Census Bureau was already

doing through paid advertising and partnership efforts. As a result, these committees helped
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