SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Regular Session * December 15, 2008

3. HIGHWAY MATTERS

A. HIGHWAY ABANDONMENT - PORTION OF ROUTE 622 NEAR ZUNI

As you may recall, this matter was deferred from last month, at the request of
Supervisor West, pending additional information from VDOT. Attached for your
reference, please find an aerial survey illustrating the improvements that are
necessary to facilitate the prospective abandonment. First, additional right of
way must be acquired from John and Gallardo Urquhart in order to construct a
cul-de-sac at the rear of the Tucker Swamp Baptist Church property. In addition,
based upon the acute angle of the intersection of Tucker Swamp and Seacock
Chapel Road(s), right of way must be acquired from Gracie B. Waters, et als in
order to construct a 60’ radius to facilitate the turning motions of larger vehicles
attempting to make the turn. In addition to right-of-way acquisition, there will also
be the cost of constructing the cul-de-sac and the turn radius.

As we've previously discussed, the Code of Virginia outlines a process for
abandonment of a section of roadway that’s in the secondary system, with two
related statutes — §§ 33.1-151 and 15.2-2232.

§15.2-2232 relates to the legal status of a Comprehensive Plan and provides that
the vacation or change of use of streets or roads must be considered by the
Planning Commission to determine if the vacation or change is substantially in
accord with the Comprehensive Plan. The Commission is not required, but at the
direction of the Board, may conduct a public hearing.

§33.1-151 is also relevant and obligates the Board to provide public notice of its
intention to abandon any section of roadway by posting signs and publishing
public notice in the Tidewater News. After giving notice, if one of more property
owners whose property abuts the roadway proposed for abandonment submits a
petition within 30 days, the Board is obligation to advertise and conduct a public
hearing.

At the end of the process, in order to abandon the section of roadway, the Board
must conclude that:

1. No public necessity exists for continuance of the section of roadway
as a public road; or
2. The safety and welfare of the public would be best served by

abandoning the section of roadway.

CONSENSUS REQUIRED:  Before proceeding any further, it is necessary to
~ reach consensus on who will pay for the
~ additional  right-of-way

| and  highway
~ improvements. !






