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Mike Johnson

From: Evans, Jeanne (Webb) [Jeanne_Evans@webb.senate.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, December 09, 2008 5:39 PM

Subject: FW: WEBB ANNOUNCES FEDERAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE FOR TIDEWATER-AREA
FARMERS

FYI.
Please let me know if you have any questions.

Best,
Jeanne

Jeanne S. Evans

Office of Senator Jim Webb
Jawn Center

222 Central Park Uue., Suite 120
Vinginia Beack, Virginia 23462
Phone: 757-518-1674

Fax: 757-518-1679
Jeanne_Evans@uwebb.senate.gov
wuww.webb.senate.gov

From: Press (Webb)

Sent: Tuesday, December 09, 2008 5:16 PM

To: Press (Webb)

Subject: WEBB ANNOUNCES FEDERAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE FOR TIDEWATER-AREA FARMERS

]

For Immediate Release: Contact: Kimberly Hunter — 202-228-5258
Tuesday, December 9, 2008

WEBB ANNOUNCES FEDERAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE
FOR TIDEWATER-AREA FARMERS

Washington, D.C. — U.S. Senator Jim Webb today announced that Secretary of Agriculture, Ed Schafer,
has designated Isle of Wight County as primary agricultural disaster areas and James City, King And
Queen, King William, Southampton, and Surry Counties and the Cities of Suffolk and Newport News as
contiguous disaster areas due to drought and excessive heat. As a result of this designation, farmers in
these areas who have suffered crop losses due to drought may now be eligible to receive financial help
from the federal government.
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“Farmers and livestock producers in the Tidewater-area have been hit hard by the recent drought, and I
believe the severity of the current situation warrants federal assistance that these communities need—
and are entitled to,” said Senator Jim Webb. “I am pleased that the Secretary of Agriculture has
recognized this need, making hundreds of affected farmers eligible to apply for and receive federal aid.”

Farmers in localities declared as primary or contiguous agricultural disaster areas who lose 30 percent of
their income are eligible to be considered for up to $500,000 in low-interest loans from the U.S. Farm
Service Agency for losses sustained as a result of this year’s drought. The Agency will individually
consider each application based on the extent of loss and other eligibility requirements.

Senator Webb is also currently seeking primary agriculture disaster area designations for Prince George,
Gloucester, and Surry Counties.
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