SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Fiscal Year 2010 % Draft Budget
Public Safety - 32400

STATE FORESTRY SERVICE

House Bill 1115, adopted in the 2008 session of the General Assembly, increased the
amount of funding that localities are mandated to pay the Department of Forestry for their
services. The rate increased to $0.07 per acre of forest land in FY 2009 and to $O 09 per
acre of forest land in FY 2010.

The FY 2010 amount is $23,367 - an increase of $4,807 (25.9%) above last year's
appropriation, based upon the new formula of $0.09 per acre of forest land.
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EPARTMENG

FORESTRY

Change in the County Protection Charge
Effective July 1, 2008

The Virginia General Assembly established the fee in 1988 at a rate of 5 cents per acre of
forest land. The rate has remained at that level for 20 years. During this time frame,
inflation has increased 77 percent. A fire pickup truck that cost $18,228 in 1988 now
costs $32,263. A fire plow & transport that cost $136,256 in 1988 now costs $241,174.

In just the last three years, the per-mile cost of gas has gone from 9.5 cents to 23 cents.

In spite of the increased costs of fire suppression, the County Protection Charge has
remained at a rate of 5 cents per acre of forest land for the past 20 years.

In January 2008, Delegate Watkins Abbitt introduced legislation to adjust the fee. With
the support of the Virginia Association of Counties, the bill was approved in both the
House of Delegates and the Senate. It was signed into law by Governor Timothy M.
Kaine on March 4, 2008.

Effective July 1, 2008, the County Protection Charge will adjust from 5 cents per acre of
forest land to 7 cents per acre of forest land. The rate will change to 9 cents per acre of
forest land in July 2009.

The Virginia Department of Forestry is committed to protecting and developing healthy,
sustainable forest resources for Virginians.
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