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The Honorable Dallas O. Jones
County of Southampton

P.O. Box 400

Courtland, VA 23837

Dear Chairman Jones,

As the Board Chairman of the County of Southampton, I felt it important to relate to you the value of
the Office of Commissioner of the Revenue, and your Commissioner, Amy Carr, in particular. If you
share my feelings, what follows may already be obvious to you.

As you know, Commissioners of the Revenue, along with their Treasurer colleagues, and the local
governing body, comprise the traditional form of government in 128 of Virginia’s 134 localities. This
form of government has withstood the test of time in large part because we are directly accountable to
the citizens we represent and because of the fundamental ‘checks and balances’ it affords them. The
local governing body sets the tax rate, the Commissioner assesses and the Treasurer collects. No one
component of government has complete taxing authority over its citizens.

In these challenging economic times, Amy Carr and her office should be considered a core function
of your local government. Without the efforts of this office all other functions of your local
government would remain unfunded. In short, the Commissioner’s office is the one office in a
position to most assist the County of Southampton with identifying and generating revenue. It makes
little sense to reduce funding for the very office which is most closely identified with revenue
generation.

All Commissioners of the Revenue face tremendous fiscal challenges but still operate their offices
with limited resources. We are extremely efficient with these resources and are, therefore, a very
good value to the taxpayer. The cost to operate a typical office is less than .02¢ per revenue dollar
administered.

I direct your attention to the enclosed “Discovery” circular and article from Governing Magazine.
This circular illustrates the essence of what we do and what is possible when a cooperative approach
is taken. It was placed in the hands of every member of the Virginia General Assembly recently.
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